"MARSE HENRY"

had never heard this story, but the story that was
gossiped there was that he was the son of a certain
Senator Haywood. I ran that story down and
found that it had no foundation whatever, because
if he had been the son of the Senator reputed to be
his father, the Senator was of the age of twelve
years when Andrew Johnson was born.

My own information is, for I have made some
investigation of it, that the story about Andrew
Johnson's having a father other than the husband
of his mother, is as wanting in foundation as the
story about Abraham Lincoln. You did a great
service in running that down and exposing it, and
I trust before you finish your book that you will
make further investigation and be able to do a like
service in repudiating the unjust, idle gossip with
reference to Andrew Johnson. In your article you
say that persons who claim to have been present
when Johnson came, to Raleigh and erected a monu-
ment over the grave of his father, declare that
Johnson said he placed this stone over the last
earthly abode of "my alleged father." That is one
phase of the gossip, and the other is that he said
"my reputed father," both equally false.

The late Mr. Pulaski Cowper, who was private
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